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Todd Snider is not your typical show for the Bama Theatre. Actually, he's not a typical show for Tuscaloosa, which seems to get fewer established artists these days.

Snider, influenced by Bob Dylan, the Rolling Stones, Gram Parsons and Jerry Jeff Walker, is known for his live shows in which he often tells stories between his songs. One story-laden concert was captured on his CD "Near Truths and Hotel Rooms."

The folk singer has a following based on songs such as "Beer Run," "Conservative Christian, Right Wing Republican, Straight, White, American Males" and "Talking Seattle Grunge Rock Blues," which gained some airplay on college rock stations across the country.

Like most true artists, he does not listen strictly to his own genre.

"People don't like it that I like rap," he said from the front porch of his Nashville home. "I don't listen to it as much as the Grateful Dead, but I can get into some Snoop Dogg, Jay-Z or Kanye [West]." 

He added that he knows his musical place and promises, saying, "I will not be dropping a beat."

Snider gets excited when talking about music, whether it is his or someone else's. During the interview he mentioned Patty Griffin, Josh Rouse, Willis Alan Ramsey, the Beatles, Ryan Adams, Loretta Lynn and Billy Jo Shaver, among others.

"Dylan taught me that one guy can see something red and one guy see blue, and both be right," he said.

Snider said lately he's been listening to Be Your Own Pet, The Strokes, The White Stripes, Kris Kristofferson and former Tuscaloosa resident Will Kimbrough.

Kimbrough, formerly of The Biscuits and Alabama's own Will and the Bushman, will be opening tonight's show. He has worked with Snider since the Biscuits broke up at the same time Snider needed a guitarist.

Kimbrough even co-produced Snider's last album, "East Nashville Skyline."

"East Nashville Skyline" opens with the song "Old Timer," which recounts his time on the road. He admitted most people would not consider 39 to be too old. 

"When I started, all these cool guys were a little older than me," he said. "Now they're all a little bit younger. I wrote that song in reaction to that."

He said he likes being older on the road because he knows a lot more now.

"People treat you with more respect," he said, adding that experience teaches some practical lessons.

"When you're young, you get mad at everybody, and you don't realize you just need a nap," he said.

Snider said that he has calmed down as he has gotten older. He said he no longer has resentment toward the industry, though radio playlists are shrinking, he said.

"I've never listened to a station and thought I should be on there," Snider said. 

Tickets for tonight's show are $15 and can be purchased at the Bama Theatre or at Oz Music on the 15th Street. The doors will open at 7, and the concert begins at 8.
