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The Year in Music

The Musicians who played Montgomery County in 2005

Mark Williams

2005 was a great year for music in Montgomery County. With venues as different as the Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion to the Crighton Theatre to Borski's Tavern, music lovers had a chance to see and hear music of all kinds -- from roadhouse country to arena rock...with stops in between for everything else. Here's a look back at some of the personalities that shaped our year in music:

One of Montgomery County's most popular (and controversial) music men is singer-songscribe Todd Snider, who closed out the 2005 season of the "Sounds of Texas" concert series last June. Snider's latest studio album, 2004's "East Nashville Skyline," tickled funny bones and struck a nerve or two with the boisterous single, “Conservative Christian, Right-Wing Republican, Straight, White American Males”, a foot-stompin’ good-time ditty of a satire that takes a playful jab at those who run our country, the “soul-savin’, flag-wavin’, Rush-lovin’, land-pavin’, personal friends of the Quayles”, while also poking fun at “tree-huggin’, peace-lovin’, pot-smokin’, porn-watchin’, lazy-ass hippies” like Snider himself.

“I worked on that for a long time,” Snider told The Bulletin last summer. “I’ve said that a lot -- that it’s conservative Christian right-wing Republican straight white American males who decide what the rest of us get to do. And I think that’s the truth. But I also wanted not to bash that person so bad. I like to have some levity in there. I guess my deal is that I’m for everything. I think everyone should be able to do whatever they want. ‘Course, a lot of people don’t always agree with that.”

Snider spent the first part of his life as a wandering troubadour of sorts, writing songs to share with the world-at-large -- a singer that is part Bob Dylan, part Hank Williams. “When I was 15, my family went bankrupt and moved to Houston from Portland. I ran away from Houston [and] went all the way back to Portland. I got out of high school and went to California, where I learned to play harmonica. I thought I was going to go to junior college. But my brother had a construction job in Austin, and he sent me a ticket. He thought that if I could play harmonica, I could find a job in Austin.

“When I got to Austin, I saw Jerry Jeff [Walker] play a solo show, and it had never occurred to me that you didn’t need a band. That night I thought, ‘Well, that’s what I’ll do with my life.’ Also, I loved Jerry Jeff’s whole gypsy trip. I felt like I was one. He was singing songs about sleeping on the couch, and he was singing it with pride. He’s saying that like he’s free, not like he’s poor. So I started seeing that I wasn’t poor, that I was free, and that made me a billionaire.”

Recorded on his home turf in the same studio where Loretta Lynn recorded her Grammy-winning album, "Van Lear Rose," "East Nashville Skyline" was co-produced by Snider with guitarist Will Kimbrough in a “blurry, scratchy, rock-informed manner. Snider’s voice often breaks, and there's a wrecked growl to his singing [while] Kimbrough plays killer guitar throughout, and the songs end up stringing together into something like a storyline.”

“All of the songs on the album are about me or my neighborhood,” Snider says. “It's kind of about being a musician on the side of town that isn't rich and isn't really concerned with it. I love that about this place. I was hoping to maybe paint a picture of the side of Nashville I live on and the opinions that me and some of my friends have and the things we go through.”

Snider's body of work from the 90's has been compiled for a new greatest hits package, "That Was Me: 1994-1998," including a previously unreleased cover of Jimmy Buffett's "Margaritaville."
