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YOUTH CORRESPONDENT

CD Name: "Near Truths and Hotel Rooms--Live" 

Artist: Todd Snider 

Record company: Oh Boy Records 

Other CDs by artist: "East Nashville Skyline," "New Connection," "Songs For The Daily Planet" 

Best-known songs: "Beer Run," "I Can't Complain," "Tension" and "Alright Guy" 

Set this song on repeat: "I Can't Complain" and "Statistician's Blues" are extremely witty and much better than the studio versions. 

Best song you haven't heard on the radio: Not much is heard on the radio. I do believe Gary Allan covered "Alright Guy" at one point. As for the best one that's not as well known, I'd definitely have to go with "The Ballad of the Devil's Backbone Tavern." 

Song that should've been left off the CD: The live version of "D.B. Cooper" is sort of bland, but that could just be me. It seems like the extra instrumentation on the studio version adds something to it. 

Favorite lyrics: "I got this paper hat./ I got a job workin' weekdays, you want fries with that?/ I got nothin' to lose, nothing to gain/ Like a one way ticket to cruise in the passing lane/ I can't complain." 

Sounds like: Todd Snider has always been refreshing compared with a lot of what comes out of Nashville. He's a songwriter in the truest sense of the word. He writes songs for himself that help him see the world in different lights. He doesn't write to make money, nor for other folks to enjoy, but because it's something he enjoys doing. His passion really shines on the live record. 

Afterthoughts: Snider, who claims to be very religious, is sometimes criticized for what he says in his songs, dropping the "f-bomb" in one song, then singing a song in the vein of the Carter Family in the next. But he sees it as two separate things: his writing and his life, and many critics need to see this. 

Rating: Buy it today. 
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