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Kris Kristofferson says Todd Snider "has the heart and humor of John Prine, the wild unpredictability of Roger Miller, and a fresh, original spirit and freedom of imagination that's absolutely his own." 

John Prine says Snider "writes great songs and also is great performer." And Billy Joe Shaver says, simply, "He reminds me of me." 

An iconoclastic hero of alt-country, Americana, college radio and modern folk, Snider's influences are the likes of Randy Newman, Bob Dylan and Neil Young. He is performing Friday night at Crossroads Cafe, 721 Clinton Ave. 

During a mid-'80s stint in Memphis, where he established a residency at the Daily Planet Club, Snider was discovered by Keith Sykes, a member of Jimmy Buffett's Coral Reefer Band. Prine then hired Snider as an assistant and eventually had him open shows. 

When Buffett heard Snider's demos, he signed him to his Margaritaville Records. His debut album, 1994's "Songs For The Daily Planet," featured "Talking Seattle Grunge Rock Blues" as well as "Alright Guy," "Trouble," "You Think You Know Somebody" and "Easy Money." 

For 1996's "Step Right Up," Snider and his band the Nervous Wrecks continued blending bluegrass, blues, folk-rock and country-rock to forge their own distinctive sound. 

"That Was Me" featured "Enough," "Hey Hey," "Moon Dawg's Tavern" and "Horseshoe Lake." 1998's "Viva Satellite" features "Can't Complain," "Guaranteed" and "Doublewide Blues." 

Snider has since issued four albums on Prine's indie Oh Boy Records, including 2004's "East Nashville Skyline," and he continues to tour across the country. 

Last August, he released "That Was Me: Todd Snider 1994-1998" after his first seven critically acclaimed albums. It features 17 tracks culled from his first three albums plus a previously unreleased cover of Jimmy Buffett's "Margaritaville." 

