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Only twoout
of ﬁve originals
remain, but

¥ astyear,David Johansen
‘ explained the catalyst
for reuniting what was

left of the "70s prepunk icons the
New York Dolls: “I decided to go
mtoitand havethemostfunl
possibly could have.” This
seemed sensible, but it wasn't
long before a dark cloud gathered

these icons still
bi’ Iﬁg lt “-overthe notoriously cursed
band: Within months of them

regrouping, bassist Arthur Kane died from complications of
leukemia. Still; Johansen and guitarist Syl Sylvain, the original
quintet’s sole survivors, soldiered on.

By all appearances, they seem to be having a fine time. One Day It
‘Wil Please Us to Remember Even This, the Doll§’ first studioalbum
since 1974, comes outin July. It's a lively, grimy work that's in kéeping
with the famed outfit's rambunctious spirit. Onstage, the six latter-
day Dolls geteven sweatier, delivering the type of show that would .
seem sleazy played by ayoung band—and is downright debauched
ca‘ming fromthis gang of battered old scoundrels.——]R

The New York Dolls will play n August at a venue to be determined.

~sordid talesfor

A Nashville
storyteller
saves plenty of

I years making thxs shtt up,
singingitforanybody that’ll
 listen,” Todd Snider invariably
tellsthe crowdtowardthe =
beginning of a performance.
“Semeofit'ssad; someofit's

- funny, and sometimes 'llgoon
forasmanyas 18minutesin
between the songs.” From there,
the veteran songwriter's set
deviates nightly, as he spins stories both heartbreaking and ,
uproarious via amiable babbling and deceivingly sophisticated songs.
“This may sound pretentious, but it's as if my heartisawave that’'m
trying tocatch,” explains Snider, 39, on the phone from Nashville. “The
hope is thatI getaway with itand they give me some dough andlcan
doitagainthenextnight.”

Snider has been around since the early '90s, but itwasyears after he
was ejected from the major-label system that he grew into his talents.
Hislastalbum, 2004’s East Nashuville Skylme became a critics’ favorite,
and in August he'll release a first-rate follow-up, The Devil You Know.

For Snider, who remembers his major-label tenureasan
embarrassing perlod the new albumoffers an unexpected chance to
atone for perceived sins: It's being released on a Universal imprint
manned by hisold bosses. “The fact that they asked me to comeback,”

R

the stage.

“he says “lets meknow my young- Jerk penod wasn't that bad.”

' Todd Smder plays Canal Room August 1 6

the past five years has simplybeen tryingto’
look Brazilian:

Os Muténtes July 21: Webster Hall; advance
$45.day of show $50

Perhaps the wildest musical-componentofthe .

tropicalia movement of late-'60s Brazil, Os
Mutantes became the It band among
record collectors inthe '90s. This'summer,
members of the famed group
unexpectedlyreunite:

Mkaldita Vecindad + Konoho“No. 1-# Daaral July

i 23:Central Park SummerStage FREE

Polyglot pop is the theme of this bill, as
Mexican band Maldita Vecindad shares the
stage with the trance-and dance-inducing
electrified kalimbas of Congolese band Konono
No.1 and Senegalese rappers Daara J.

Philip Gléss énd Kronos Quartét: Dracula +

: Slavic Soul Party! July 27: Celebrate Brooklynat
i the Prospect Park Bandshell, $3 -

The thread that links Glass’s brooding score for
ilent movie to Slavic Soul Party!, Matt
as! and—drums band isthat both are

in Eastermn Europe Catch the film and
learn how they really swmg iti m Transy!vama

The Hold Steady July 27 Castle Clinton FREE
The Hold Steady gives a meaty platform for the
hypetliterate regularguy rants of frontman Craig

Finn,who's attracted a cult following largely by

virtue of his unconventional wordplay.
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